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FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 


TOKYO BUREAU 

APO 9i|. 


31 October I960 


STAT 


Chief 

Foreign Broadcast Information Service 
2ii.30 E Street N.¥. 

Washington 25 » D.C. 


Dear Mr, Seely: Subject: Visit to Bureau - Sheringham 


Attached please find a memorandum for the record 
concerning the visit of Mr, John Sheringham to Tokyo 
Bureau, It is submitted for your information and for 
the record. Some additional remarks follow: 


1, As Indicated in the '’s\xramary" of the memo, 
BBC is not "fully satisfied" with what it gets 
from Tokyo Bureau, The qualifier, "fully", was 
inserted at Mr, Sheringham *s request since he 
said he had no intention to imply active dissatis- 
faction other than his stressing of the desire 
for a greater quantity of usuable material as 
established for BBC criteria— broadcast infor- 
mation* 


2, The BBC's interest in a press review 
coincides with that expressed in a recent letter 
received from the Chief, Editorial Branch which 
we are c\irrently studying* It is hoped that we 
can come up with an answer which can satisfy 
both "customers". The idea of confirming scrutiny 
items (or portions thereof) when and if broadcast 
may not be practical but we shall study and report 
on the subject, 

3, I believe that Mr, Sheringham was con- 
siderably Impressed by our staff studies on radio 
and television, I had referred to them when 
discussing program content and showed them to him 
but did not feel I had authority to permit him 

to read them, giving him instead the pertinent 
citations should h© desire to request their re- 
lease. 
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The visit was very plesant and rewarding and I 
enjoyed particularly the opportunity to conduct a 
meeting of this nature. I trust that Mr. Sherlngham 
was satisfied with his visit and that you will approve 
of my actions in this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

^ . y / 


FB IS oky o Bur e au STAT 

Attachment 

cc Memorandum for the Record 
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MEMORAHDUM FOR THE RECORD 


Subject* Meetings and Discussions - BBC Representative 
(Mr. Sherl ngbam^ PBIS Tokyo Bureau Repre- 
sentative I 2l|.“25 October I960* 

STAT 


1# PBIS opened discussion by Indicating authority 
from Chief PBIS to discuss various aspects of Bureau 
operations. Inasmuch as no agenda was at hand, PBIS 
proposed to conduct detailed briefings and Invited BBC 
to question at any point In any detail as might bo re- 
quired. BBC Indicated a general, overall Interest In 
Bureau and a specific Interest In voice broadcast 

which was described as being of primary Interest 
to BBC and of being an azM»a wherein more material mltrht 
be made available to BBC, 


2, PBIS briefing covered radio, television, press 
agency, and press scrutiny operations, communications 
operations, and general Bureau operations. BBC reviewed 
the Bureau's wire file and Its monitor's summaries for 
broadcast material, as well as suimarles used for tele- 
vision and press scrutiny selection, BBC and PBIS 
wuTQ^***.®*^* e:g)lanatlon of interests and objectives, 

- rr •dltors indicated that Bureau 

output was gekrea to Dally Report with a necessarily tight 
selection criteria on subjects essentially not in compe- 
tition with news services, BBC Indicated that press 
scrutiny was not usable by BBC news service and that 
material even of a repetitive or routine nature was 
needed If by source — radio broadcast — It could be 
made available to BBC, BBC cited specific interest In 
radio broadcast press reviews and radio broadcast 
political commentaries as examples. 


STAT 


3* BBC requested Bureau Moscow commentary list 
(approved WA691) and said he might request such Peking 
monitor summaries as are now filed routinely to Okinawa 
^reau only (for Inclusion In that Bxireaus Peking ooramen- 
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4 . PBIS drew attention of BBC to recent oompre- 
nenelve staff studies made on the subject of radio 
coverage and television as a medium in Japan* PBIS 
stated that the studies# although unclassified could 

•PPJfoprlate references 

inro ^ requested from the Chief, PBIS. 

PBIS stated with regard to the studies, that they had 
been undertaken from a viewpoint somevdiat similar to 
that of BBC^to analyse problems of radio or television 
coverage* PBIS trusted that BBC would appreciate this 
evidence of close attention to this aspect of Bureau 
Rlx 8 8 xon. • 

5* FSIS also exhibited and demonstrated Its various 
efforts to photograph television broadcasts* 

Since It seemed that at first glance that some 
KBIS press scrutiny Items, \musable to BBC, also occtired 
to some extent on television— particularly at this point 

Japan-PBIS suggested that It 
might be possible, without adding greatly to monitoring 
workloads, to conflxna some press scrutiny materials as 
being also carried by radio or television. BBC said that 
such a device lalght be helpful. PBIS and BBC agreed to 
give the Idea further thought. 

7* Stiaaaaryi The visit, meetings, and discussions 
portal ^d enlightening throughout* It was apparent 
to PBIS that Bureau output does not fully satisfy BBC 
since it Is based on a considerable degree of scxnitlny 
and alms at merit-basis coverage only for routine news on 
or about Jap^. ®C understands, however,, the limitations 
— partie^ply In monitoring staff levels— which require 
most efficient lue of all sources to maintain general 
coverage * 


Chief 


FBia, Tokyo Bureau 


cci Chief, PBIS 

Mr* Sheidngham (via PBIS London) 


STAT 
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APO % 


31 October i 960 


STAT 


chi«jr 

ii3STas::r;:j.^om.tion s.„ic. 

WMhlngton 25, D*C, 


STAT 


Dear 


Subject I Visit to Bureau - Sherlngham 


J £i"L* for th. record 

the record. Some eddltlonel MMrto^ fSlw 


uw 4 ^* ^ Indicated In tbe "aunnoary’* of the rMiHn 

?oWe Sat u^tf ' 

rroM Tokyo Bureau* The qualifier* "fullv" 

Jss'£:^hfi s* 

sftXa 116 had no Intantlon to IiiidIv nftfivA 
rectlon other th«» hi. .tre.iSg of d£i?~ “ 

nLhirh'i*? of ueuebfe LtwlS 

i»tlOT^ broedoaet Infor- 


colnclderSlto®th.£"**”** * P”** 

both "custoners”. The f%r owtiaiy 

may“JIot°b when and^Tf^'brSadcait^ 


believe that Mr. Sherlngham was con- 

^.T.•s^ho*?^t?x^»?? Sm"*" 

£ltr?f£„£^* Ineteed the pertlnrat 

elution, .hould h, declre to reque.t'^tUlr w- 
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Pl«aant and rewarding and I 
enjopd p^tioularly the opportunity to conduct a 
meeting of this nature, I trust that Mr, Sherlngham 
was satisfied with his visit and that you will improve 
of ray actions In this matter. 

Very truly yours. 


^ I Chief 

CS, Tokyo Bureau 


Attachment 


CO Meraorandiun for the Record 


STAT 
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